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St. Wannen Chap. xiii. Ver 542 A . fo 


The Kingdom of * is 1 unto 4 man 

' which ſorwed good ſeed in his field; but while 
men Nept, his enemy came, and ſowed tares 15 
. the. e and e went his mY 


[ T is Buch) pollible to do a greater ſervice; En 
at this time, to the Engliſh nation, than to 
prevent the repeal of the Teſt and Corporation 

Acts, which moſt wholſome laws have hithert“ 
| preſerved « our government bots” in Church and 
= State 


GG 
State from ruin; and powerfully ſtemmed that 
torrent of malice and wickedneſs which did 
once overwhelm the Conſtitution of 
and her King. | 


Being an ragtithman that always ſincerely re. 
garded the true intereſts of my country, I am in- 
duced to offer, to your conſideration , ſome free 
thoughts at this important criſis, in earneſt 
hope that the glorious cauſe in which Ian. 
engaged, may call forth other more able and 
enlightened men to defend the wiſdom of our 


ancient legiſlature, and to guard from affault, 


the yet — edifice of the Chutch of 
7 _ 


I have preſumed. to affix, to this paper, a 


text of Scripture, which I ſhall endeavour to 


 ſhew- is very applicable to the ſubject; and 1 
the rather do it, in expectation that. ſome of 
the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, incited by curioſity, may 
| look over this Tract and, poſſibly, become fa 
alarmed at the e danger, as to loſe no 


0 8.0 
time, by ſermons, by writings and converſation, 
in warning their brethren and the people at. 
large againſt a repeal of the Teſt Act; and, 
thereby, not to. give any future cauſe for ap- 
_ plying theſe words of the parable, © while men 
ſlept, 1 


3, 


to themſelves. 


Surely it 1s enough to alarm many good, but 
indolent men, to be rold that their own floth, 
particularly, if it be languifhing and liſtleſs, 
hath far greater power to overturn both our 
Church and Government, than the openviolence 
and active oppoſition of our enemies: for vio- 
lence, ruthleſs violence, did never perſuade 

men, always carrying before it its Gorgoh 
ſhield that might indeed petrify, but never 
had the power to ſoften the mind into willing 
or hearty obedience. When the Diſſenters, by 
the force of arms, preſſed their doctrine upon 


us, we did ever revolt againſt their violence, 


Ve gathered up our pirits to reſiſt it; but when 
they opiate our ſenſes by the ſemblance of 
Weener lore, when, inſtead of the accuſ- 


4 e ee 


(4) 


tomed poiſon from cheir tongues and pens, 
they give us ſugared words, we ſuſpect them 
not, we become careleſs of our proper duty, 
we become lethargie, and we permit the enemy 


Indolence, when it pervades a National 55 
Church, is an inviſible, but fatal enemy to its 
welfare. It hath the power to caſt 2 dark, 2 
dreary, and benumbing cloud over the reaſon- 
ing foul; and renders it inattentive to its beſt. 
and moſt eſſential intereſts. It, ſoothingly, | 
inſinuates itſelf into the heart. It betrays us 
by the ſoft charm of quiet and repoſe into 
| helpleſs ruin; and as it precludes the trouble 
of enquiry and ſtrict examination, it eaſily 
entices us to allow of, and to admit the moſt 
pernicious « doctrines into our Feclefiaſtical and 
Civil Polity. Fearing to difturb or to awaken 
| poor wretched mortals thus ſunk in indolence, | 
our cunning enemy hath ſown his Cockle in 
the night whilſt' men flept, ſecretly and with- 
"uk ory + : ank now alas! * bath taken root, | 

iy ; a ite 


(5) 


it, in many places towers above the good 
Corn; but yet, although it is not expedient 
for us entirely to root it up, yet let it not, to 
our everlaſting ſhame, be remembered, that 
we were ever blind enough, and dull enough : 
to be duped into the erroneous perſuaſion that 
it either deſerves culture, or that it can oe = 
he of MI national value * {erviee, - 
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St. en e Ver. 24, 25, 


The Kingdpos of Sdn is likened unto a map 
_ zobich fowed good ſeed in his field: but while 


wen flept, his enemy came, and Fae tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. 


I would, certainly, be as uncharitable 
and contrary to the forbearing ſpirit - of the 
Goſpel, as it would be unjuſt to condemn 
the Diſſenters individually, from this parable 
of our Lord: many of whom, I do fincerely 

believe, to be, at this time, quite void of 

thoſe malignant and deſtructive principles | 
that inflamed their anceſtors during the Grand 
Rebellion, Undo ubtedly there are multitudes 
of Fe way * do more by a repeal | 


of 


(79 
of the Teſt and Corporation Acts, than to 
ſtand upon the fame baſe of priviledge; with 
regard to religious and civil rights, as ofher 
Proteſtant and Engliſh ſubjects. Undoubtedly 
there are many Diſſenters who, conſcious of 
their innocency and integrity, deteſt and 
abhor the charge of former rebellious and 
bloody tranſactions, which, they ſay, cannot, | 
with any ſort of propriety, be now applyed 
to them; If through the fervour of a blind 
and intemperate zeal; their anceſtors ſprinkled 
afreſn with blood, the Croſs of Chriſt, by 
their murder of the' Lord's annointed. If 
proud rebellion, with anarchy and dauntleſs 
ignorance in her train, did, once, lay waſte 
the peaceful heritage of that pure and in- 
offenſive Church, the Church of England: 
are modern Diſſenters to be blamed? They 
wear no {words, to butcher ſleeping men. 
They, at preſent deſire not ſupreme rule, 
they only ci to be put into the ca to F 
But for this, if they deſerve not cenſure; 


es ſhould —— 3 


08 £ 


If individuals be harmlefs, yer ſurely we have 
reaſon” to be alarmed at, and to fear that 
confederacy of ſectaries, widely differing from 
one another in religious opinions, who, be- 


deadly Sos REF vitals. of of 
| * . and excellent Ln, 


- 


3 wrecks A as 
differ from a potent confederacy, eſpecially 
from that which is ſlimi 


byterian policy and zeal. In the reign of 


King Charles the 1ſt, there were many well 
diſpoſed: perſons amongſt the Diſſenters, who, 


anxious e for the eſtabliſhment of their 


6 dete * that luſt for ſecular 


, 


Go) 


power, that inflamed the main body of their 
party. . Surely theſe innocent men deſerved 
no cenſure : :, but they nevertheleſs could. not 
eſcape ſuſ} picion; for they were in bad 
company; and whatever were their. inno- 
cence or their, merit, yet it could never 
be ſo great as 10 wipe away the ſtain 
of their brethren's guilt, nor to reſtore to 
them the confidence of the people of England. 
1 any _— _ tell us that it woull | 


the «King, 3 Peopte in Pati affeinbled, 
to give that power to the Diſſenters which 


they once did, and which their principles 
will, I fear, ever impel them to abuſe ? 


ſhall we ever be ſo-fooliſhly lenient as, again, 
to run the hazard of becomin g wretched 
victims to that inveterate zeal, made up of 
religion and ſtate policy, which, like unto 
| the fire of Hell, burns, but, without light, 
for ever and for ever? | ſhall we give any 


( to 21 


part of the deins of our national government 
to men, who are likely always to covet 


more, and never to think that they have 
enough > fhall we give power to men whole 
ariceſtors, led on by ambitious villains, were 
never reſtrained by the checks of conſcience 
nor by the common inſtincts of humanity ? 
If 1 we permit the Tares in this our field to 


grow faſt and rank, ſhall we not endanger 
our good Corn? But who is the enemy that 


hath put the bad ſeed i into our field ? In hes 


parable the indefinite term * an enemy ” 


only mentioned. I might »ofhbly be a man, 

4 mere mortal man, inflated with polemick 
learning, worldly policy, and pride; or it 
might be a double character, both Devil and 


man, the fiend, no doubt, inſtigating his 
| miſerable aſſociate to the perpetration of his 
own, ruin, either by inducing him to believe 


that he was doing. God ſervice while executing : 
the Devil's will; or elſe . him with 
| the 


the intellectual glories of chis world, though 

afar off; and, at laſt, perſuading him to fill 
up the meaſure of his impiety by an open 
denial of the divinity of that all gracious 
and redeeming God, whom Satan himſelf 
did tremble at and adore! © 
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St. Maven, . xiii. Ver. 24. FI 

The Kingdom of Heaven is likened unto a man 

 rohich ſorved good feed in his feld: but while 
men Aept, his enemy came, and ſomed tares 
en the wheat, and went his way: 


> 


P ERSONS who are, at all, acquainted with 
the hiſtory of mankind, do very well know, 
that many of thoſe religious doctrines and 
"opinions, which, in their growth and matu- 
- rity, have been ſubverſive of the good, the 
order, and the peace of ſociety, might, in 
their-original-form : have been harmleſs; nay, 
perhaps, at a certain time, even | peſonable 
and expedient. 


« The 


«© The Repeal of the Teſt and Corporation 


Acts,“ ſay the Diſſentets, &« while it would 


« be a relief to many of his Majeſty's faith- 


. ful ſubjedts, would lay no difficulty « or 
cc hardſhi P on any others of W 


But where is the proof that the repeal 
would lay no dif culties nor hardſhips on 


his Majeſty 8 moſt faithful ſubjects? Shall a 

partnerſhip betwixt two perſons whoſe views 
and intereſts are adverſe to each other, be 
attended with no difficulties nor hardſhip to 
either party? Is it to be believed chat a 
confederacy of ſeRtaries who did never agree 
together in any one point, except in their 
antipathy to the Church of England, will 
never diſturb the peace of that Church; nor 
quarrel w ith one another for that power which 


they do now ſo eagerly ſtrive to attain? Is 


ir not far more likely, if the Diſſenters be 
2 permitted to ſhare in our civil rights without 

rontroul, that we ſhall be gan MY itated 
: Into 
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into thoſe Aifficulries that-did nearly complete 

our irremediable overthrow and deſtruction 

We have indeed already ſuffered too much to 

5 be again deceived by mere aſſertion; eſpceially 

by an aſſertion, that, in a former experiment, 

was found to be egregiouſly falſe; it never- 
theleſs is very plauſible; it is not very 

| unlike that bad ſeed which the enemy. Aly 
ſowed among the good corn. T he pernicious 
tendency of that bad ſeed was not, at firſt, 
obſerved. It did not immediately rear its 
contagious head on high; but it ſtruck deep 

root, faſtening and hiding itſelf in the dirt; 

| and, for a time, not riſing above the level of 
ll the ground; until, at a convenient ſeaſon, it 
| | ſhot up rapidly, bearing fruit after its own 
= kind, loathſome and unprofitable. : Then, 
| f | alas! when it was too late, the huſbandmen : 
1 had reaſon to deplore their remifſneſs, their 
Noth, their want of proper guard, over this 
WH invaluable—this ſacred field. Too true it is, 
| DS tot facal Fopſeqpenges have ofien ariſen from 
= fra 


* 
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th) 


demonſtrable, not only from common experi- 
ence, but from Eccleſiaftical Hiſtory, , from the 


earlieſt times until now. Thoſe traditions | 
which, in the infancy of the Jewiſh polity, 


only regarded hiſtoric facts, which only ſerved 
to explain certain paſſages in Scripture, did, 


at laſt, ſuperſede that very Scripture and . ren- - 
dered it of none effect. The firſt converts 


to C briſtianity from Tudailia and Paganiſh (J 
ſpeak not of the Apoſtles). would never abandon 
their ancient ceremonies and ſuperſtitions, 
which ſoon ripened into religious myſteries; 
then they became articles of faith, and at 
laſt, (like a noiſome, killing bligbt, over the 
faireſt bloſſoms) they defaced the matchleſs 
innacence and beauty of Chriſtianity. 


| That 1 ms Sr, 
which was at firſt only deſigned to promote 
order, to give a decorous ſtability, to Chriſtian 
cietys and to prevent 9 did, at laſt, aim at 


ſmall and imperceptible cauſes. | This fact i is ; 


and acquire the. moſt. unbounded temporal 
dominion; and gave ſovereignty to. Fl Tyrannic 
Chief, who claimed adoration, from the ſervile 
herd; a chief Who, arrogantly, aſſumed to 
FEW the title of Chriſt's Vicar here on Earth; - 
who declared himſelf to be the 'center of reli- 
gious Ws . che infallible oracle of God. 
That Wb which at fff JE 3 
the ſervice of religion as her attentive and 
| obſervant handmaid, that aftduouſly, by rea- 
ſonable perſuaſiotis, invited the wiſe men of 
the earth into the pale of Chriſtianity, ere long 
threw off her obedience and bumility; ; ſhe 
became refractory, inſulting, calumnious and 
overbearing; and, at laſt, diffuſed over the 
earth her own groſs perverſions of Scripture, as 
the fundamental doctrines of religious faith 
and practice. As a proof of this, it would be 
ealy to bring to light the many hollow 
dogma's, the inextricable ſchool queſtions, the 


unſound and PONY conceits; monſters 
1 . ſubtle. 


„ 


fübtle, KITTY earthly, ſenſual, 480 FT 


71338917 03 


that 'witt Kabpelan Wings, Habe; "from time to 
2245 $* 


time, dared to ly between us and Heaven's S 


lighe, datkening and intercepting” that all- 


glorious Sun of Righteoufnels w. ich want 
ever illumine the Chriſtian world. 


| Seeing then how great a flame a little fire | 
kindleth, let us of the Church of England, as 
dangers are abroad, at this time, be particu- | 
larly careful not to admit of any innovations 
in our Eecleſiaſtical Polity; not to permit our 
ancient opponents, the Diſſenters, to trench 
upon our rights and privileges, and by no 
means to place any truſt and confidence in 
ſpecious words, that, for a a bad purpoſe, may 
make the worſe appear the better reaſon. 
Kndwing What happened in the Grand Re- 
bellion, atid juſtly fearing that the fame ac- 
curſed leaven is ſtill in being, it is, unqueſtion- 
ably, our bounden duty, if we love our 
Church, our King, our Poſterity, or our 


| D | " Country; | 


_ | 8 3 
Country, reſolutely, and by all proper means, 
1 do preſerve the Teſt and Corporation Acts in 


Ss} their full and energetic force; for then, and 


= then only, we may truly ſay, that we fear 1 not 
what the Diſſenters can do unto us. 
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The Kingdom of Heaven is likened unio a man 
which ſowed good feed in his feld: but while 
men ſlept, his enemy came, and ſowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. _ . 


Is this parable, I believe, that the Tares 
are characteriſtic, not of men's vices, but of their 
unſeriptural doctrines and opinions, becauſe 
theſe ſpring not from the ſame root as the 
pure religion, and they are commonly ſown 
after the good Corn is in the ground. The 
enemy well knew, when and where to ſow his 
bad ſeed; he knew that his Tares, being weak 
and trailing, required the beſt ſupport, ſuch as 
would quicken their growth and encreaſe their 
value. Ste 


5 But 


4 


But if whilſt ſpreading his baneful ſeed 
over the, good, he 4 had been detected by men 
that had not ſlept, bo might, poſſibly, have 


- apologized for his ſeemingly fly conduct in 


the very words of the Difſenters, « that the 
doctrine, the diſcipline and privileges of the 


Church would remain exacthy the ſame as they 
are -at preſen But the apology would not, 


Ait is ee be hoped, have been accepted by the 
by ſtanders, who knew the Devil to be a liar 


from the beginning; ; to be the father of lies, 
whether dicect or, ſpecious!; they would rather 


aſk; if he had no evil deſign, why- did he fow 
his worthleſs ſeed in their Maſter's ground, 


which if not, at preſent, would ultimately 


1 0 N if not N the my 4 


#* * i . & ; N p - * 


ie Ge to Devil "wad not 1 


truſted to this weak, this/ poor apology: for, 5 


if he had been diſcovered to be the enemy 


f that had done this wrong, be would imme- 


diately after detection have probably aſſumed 
the engaging form of a mild and generous be- 
” nefactor, 


CO 


BS 


nefactor, who! came not to take away aught 
from the well ſown field, a to * more 
to it. 


Unlike his former ſelf, unlike that four, 
chat fierce, that malignant ſpirit, chat, once, 
in this realm forced the Church to ſtoop and 

to ſubmit to crude, diſcordant, and unſcrip- 
tural opinions; his deportment would have 
been accommodating, affable, and gracious; 
he would have aſſured the innocent people 
about him, that it could not have been his 
deſign to have robbed them of their good 
Corn, for as it was all ſown, ſuch a ſcheme 
would have. been im practicable : that he came 
purely out of. loye to them, at his firſt leiſure, 
although at midnight, merely to improve their 
huſbandry; and to render their ground more 
fruitful; that the ſeed which he had fown, 
was not ſo unprofitable as was imagined ; on 
the contrary, it was a plentiful bearer, and it 
would be found very ſerviceable to animals of 
various ſorts and deſcriptions: inſtead there- 
| fore | nh 


54 reaſon, becauſe mankind, in this moſt virtuous 


EF. 
fore of contumely and reproach, he flattered 
himſelf that he had merited their beſt thanks 
and future acknowledgements. Perhaps thanks 
and promiſes of dutiful attachment would have 
paſſed unanimouſly by vote. Then the Devil, 
| knowing to whom he ſpoke, might have ad- 
dreſſed them 'to the following purport. That 
he ever had their intereſts at heart; that the 
ſeed, which he had ſown, were in truth, his 
religious opinions, and although he would not 
preſume to diſpoſſeſs them of that knowledge 
which they already had, yet, in his zeal for 
their good, he would reveal to them ſome of 
his favourite opinions, which they would do 
well to adgpt. Firſt, He ſhould obſerve, that 
he greatly diſapproyed of the government of | 
Biſhops in the. Church: not ſo much becauſe 
it militated againſt bis oyn; but for this plain 


and enlightened age, were too wiſe and too 
good to be ſhackled with reſtraints of any 
ind. Srcondy, He declared that the Law of 
Nature, whether mental or corporeal, was cet. 
= _ | rainly 


TEL 


tainly * to the gratification of ſelf: 
that the animal that wallowed in bodily plea- 
ſures, and the preſumptuous ſophiſt that fed 
| his pride by ſpreading his miſchievous opinions 
amongſt men, were equally. obedient to that 
obligatory law: this was his opinion concerns 
ing the Law of Nature: he admired it; be- 
cauſe it was the love of ſelf, which, to him, 
ever was the ſummum bonum: he therefore 
highly commended the wiſer few for declaring, 
« their undoubted right to judge for them- 
ſelves in matters of religion, though to the 
hurt of others, and whatever might be the 
conſequence of men's idle fancies, of floating, 
unfixed, and dangerous doctrines, yet He 
vould never brand them with infamy for 
thus exerciſing their judgement.” '. He then in 
a flaming ſpeech, as it may be / conceived, 
declared his unalterable love to a certain Seck, 
who had ſhewn their zealous attachment 
to his intereſts in the cool and deliberate 
murder of his particular foe King Charles, 
but as the deſcendants of theſe. heroes, unhap- 
M7 


C4 


pily, were now but few in number, and had | 
become members of the Parent Se&, he would, 
for their ſakes, ſend up his | rewards to that 
larger Sect, and as he had given them root, fo 
he would endeavour to raiſe them above the 
higheſt N 9 in eee ee 5 He mew: 
and ſoul of the greateſt part of, Hike his ene- 
mies call, in plain Engliſh, 4 Iatolefs" crowd, 
who were men exattly after His own heart, 
whoſe ſentiments were congenial with His own, 
He particularly admired rhe ſupernatural depth 
of their knowledge, in telling the world whit 
he, although he had once been an etilipfitened 
und bufning Seraph; never underſtood, not 
euer heard of before; namely, * That it was 
quite unneceſſary for Chriſtian Minifters to 
exhort their flock to a virtuous Practiſe and a 
ious [obedience to the Divine Law, fince 
they whom God has elected to ſalvation by 
an eternal and immutable” decree; will by the 
irreſiſtable impulſe of Divine Grace, be led to 
the practice of piety and virtue: while thoſe 
| Pho 


("bg 


who are doomed, by a Divine Decree, 1 to eternal 
| puniſhments, will never be' engaged, by any 
exhortations or admonitions, how affecting ſo- 
ever they may be, to a virtuous courſe; nor 
have they it in their power to obey the Divine 
Law, when the ſuccours of a — 
are r from them.“ 
: Toland's Letter to Le cure 


He then concluded with . to 
his attentive hearers, an unanimous ill will to 
the Church of England, and a perpetual war, 
at leaſt of tongues, among themſelves, glorying 
that confuſion and diſtreſs of nations were his 
delight, and battles his repoſe, glorying that 
by proof, he felt his pour” ſofficient t to ver 
Wu quiet, Pt, 


And with El jaroads 2 to. N 158885 
Tho? inacceſſible, her fatal throne ; 5 


Which, we not victory, Is ” revenge. 2 


Oo 


* 5 5 E ' e 3 , 5 * 


* 
2 © ® 3 


—— 
* 


f y 
FF | | 
1 
1 
1 
> > 
j 4 
: : 
14 
* 
1 
| . 
0 
* 
. 'Þ 
$7 
F i 
FL 
1 
— 
S 7 
13 
1 
F FT 
= 
1 
3 
[3 
F*? 
2 
1 1 
1 
; * 
t 
1; 
it 
x2 
1 
Fr 
F 
v7 
15 
|» 
«4 
* 
$ 
25 
2 
1 
4 
| 
5 
12 
| 


the Church of England would remain exattly 


| St. MATIHEW, Chap. xiii. Ver. 24, 25. 


The Kingdom of Heaven is Biss unto a man 
eich ſowed good feed in bis field: but while 


men ſlept, his enemy came, and ſowed tres 
8 among the on; and went his way. 


* HEN, as a l for the . 
of the Teſt Act, the Diſſenters tell us, 5 That 
the doctrine, the diſcipline and privilege of 


the ſame as they are at preſent,; ; we may, in 
reply, tell them the ſtory of the two frogs, q 
that in a time of great drought, conſulted 
together what was to be done for theif mu- 
tual relief. One propoſed jumping into a 
Mp well, becauſe there was ſome water at the 


A 
*r « 


( 27 ) 
Dolton which was not likely to fail, It may 
be ſo, replied the other, but if the water 
ſhould fail, how ſhall we get up again ? If, 
after the repeal of the Teſt and Corporation Acts, 
che Diſſenters ſhould not then be ſatisfied: 
if cheir intereſted niotives, their own pecu- 
liarities, ſhould induce them, as heretofore, 
to break the peace of the kingdom : : if, ſtored 
with additional power, they ſhould require 
the Eſtabliſhed Church of England to be mo- 
delled after their own manner, and cut down 
to their own level; if their attempts ſhould 
ſucceed, how ſhould we eſcape ? how "ſhould 
we extricate ourſelves out of the dark,. the 
deep, the deceitful pit; ; many things would 
chen ſerve as fuel for their fiery . zeal againſt 
our better cſtabliſhment ; ; the decent Surplice, 
the kneeling at the Sacrament, the Holy Rite 
itſelf, the bowing at the Sacred name of Jeſus, 
4 name at which, the Scripture tells us, every 
knee ſhould bow; the giving the Ring in 
Marriage, the Confirmation of young perſons 

N | EO 


( 28 5. 
by te Epiſcopal impoſition of . the 


appointment of Biſhops, Deans, Canons, and 


other reſpectable and reſponſible Eccleſiaſtics. 
nay, the whole form and conſtitution of the 
preſent Church government in England, would 


then, as there might be opportunity, give 


cauſe of unpardonable offence ; would then 
be conſidered as fufficient reaſon for exerci- 


fing their pens, perhaps their ſwords, as 


formerly, to the ſubverſion of all decency 
and regularity of worſhip, perhaps to the 
utter deſtru&tion- of our W peace and 
honour. BY 75 
If we fliould be ſo cajoled as to grant their 


preſent requeſts, we ſhould then be in the 


hazard of loſing our better property in our 
Lord's emblematic field. The enemy would 
not chen come flyly in the night, while men 
lept; but he would ſow his ſeed in the open 
day; he would f pread it over the moſt fa- 


* perhaps , Over every pare of the land 


« „ 

Now indeed, white we defend and preſerve 
our own Churth from all dire& and indire& 
aſſaults, while the Eftabliſhed Clergy inculcate 
her pure doctrine in the minds of men, both 
by precept and example, although Tares be 
ſown, yet there is much good Corn alſo, and 
while our Biſhops. religiouſly perſevere in re- 
fuſing Ordination to improper perſons, to all, 
etcept thoſe who, by an Univerſity education 
and moral life, give full aſſurance of their 
fitneſs and ability. While Sunday Schools 
receive encouragement and abound; while 
the reſcuing of the infant poor from abject 
miſery , from foul and contagious example, 
by the daily care of our beſt Nobility and 
Gentry, we may truly congratulate ourſelves 
on the reaſonable hopes, that although the 
rains deſcend, the floods come, the winds 
blow and beat upon our Church, it ſhall never 
fall, becauſe it is founded ee a rock. 
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St. * Chap. xiii. Ver. 24, 2 bg 


The Kingdom of wes, ; is likened unto a man 
which fowed good feed in his field + but while 
nen ſlept, his enemy came, and ſowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his ways 


I T is faid in the parable, that, When 


*% 
' 
* 


the enemy had ſown his tares among the 


wheat, he went his way,“ and we hear of him 


no more. Undoubtedly, after he had ſown 
his vile and prolific traſh in the Sacred Field; 


it was his deſign to conceal his name and 
perſon, that nobody might ſuſpect any miſ- 


chief to have been done; that when the ſeed 


came 


16 
came up, (it being ſomewhat like unto the 
good Corn) it might be miſtaken for it; 
and moreover, that they who afterwards looked 
at it, without much examination, might ad- 
mire the whole as one ſowing, and conſider 
jt as a prodigious crop. Indeed the firſt 
Authors of unwholeſome doctrines, did nor, 
(after the example of the Devil, becauſe they 
had more ſenſeleſs vanity than he,) go their 
way, and, after ſpreading abroad their corrupt 
opinions, conceal themſelves from view; but 
it is to be obſerved „that their wiſer followers ; 
have conſtantly. denied their leaders to be 
innovators in the Church of Chriſt, thereby 
endeavouring to proye that their Cockle is of 
Divine origin, and the ſame," in nature _ 
in property, as * good n, 2 
a oe ty One: Purge 
Hence i it is, chat the People called i 
(whoſe chief tenet is, that there lies con: 
cealed in the minds of all men a certain por- 
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6329 | 
ton of Divine Reaſon, a ſpark. of the ſame 
Wiſdom that exiſts in the Supreme Being, ) 
tell us . that their doctrine did not derive its 
origin from the myſtic theology, nor from 
Fox, Barclay, Keith, Fiſher and Penn, but 
from Chriſt within, en n in 
their i | 
oP Og it cs, chat the rigid Calviniſts; (who ; 
10 maintam that the everlaſting condition of 
mankind in a future world, was determined, 
from all etetnity, by the unchangeable order 
of the Deity; and that this abſolute determi. 
nation of his will and good pleaſure, was the 
only ſource of happinefs or miſery to every 
individual, ) ſay not that this doctrine derived 
its origin from Calvin. No. It came from 
God ; and Calvin only unfolded and enforced 
the wonders that be had diſcovered | in i the Holy 
cpa of b Scriprure, WT ol 


Hence 


Co.) 
Fs 19 {13 200 If! 911331 „ 18112 
Hence it is that the Socinians, (who 


297/101 f 138 oy JT 


cither boldly. deny © 61 artfully explain | away 


HDL 


the ſcripfural doctrines that \Proye” *the Divi- 


CAL 18182 Slot I 


nity of Chriſt the Lord) tell us that they 
draw their opinions from the Scri ptures alone, 


and not from their maſter, Socinus, who 
only ſhewed them where this choice Ted's was 
to be ſound, ; 


8 4 
8 3 


But If. Tares were once ſown in our neigh- 
bour's. land, and they, by an unaccountable * 
infatuation; , value their crop as good Corn, | 
Shall we eſtimate it as of equal value, and | | 
allow it equal growth with our own? ſhall e 
we mix our buſhel with theirs, to the in- 

jury of our future harveſt? ſhall we ſuffer 
any of their ſeed to be ſown in our enclo- 
cloſure? ſhall we give them place, who 
once turned us out of every place. No! 
let us rather carefully preſerve our excluſive - 
rights and priviledges, and ever remember, 
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The Kingdom of Heaven is likened unto 4 man 
which ſowed good feed i in bis feld: but while 
nen Lept, bis enemy came, and 2 tares 
among the Wheat, and went, his Way. 


* 9 F . 
4 


A Pre ala; exnniog enemy in ihe 
Kane nad good reaſon for ſowing his 
Tares in a field where there was good Corn; he 
might gratify his ſecret and favourite wiſh to 
{poil and deſtroy his neighbour's property; at 

any rate, the land was properly dreſſed, and 
fit for the ſeed that anda had Ks, into id. 2 


Errors, if FREY Ls, up. in the Church 
irſelf, do ſoon flouriſh and abound. Quiet | 


and well diſpoſed perſons, too frequently, 
. give them 2 patient hearing; e 2 
F 2 5 ready 


e. a7 7 2 


- 


oo 

teady entrance into their hearts: but if they 
only heat them patiently and diſpaſſionately, 
the danger is great, for it will, ſurely, be 
ſaid, that they confent to them, that theß 


adopt. them; or, at leaſt, that they are no ene- 


mies to the cauſe. Wiſely then, and very 
much to their honour, did the Society for Pro- 
 motin 2 Chriſtian Knowledge, ahd the Clergy of * 
Leeds © in "Yorkſhire, publickly difavow, with 


their reaſons at large, any approbation of, or 


concurrence with the Dillenters, who, in a 
late meeting reſolved, „ that, as 4 legal 
obligation to pervert a religious otdinance to 
a merely civil purpoſe, is acknowledged to 
be a grievance by many of the Eſtabliſhed 
Clergy," We reſpectfully invite them to co- 
operate With us m Gur bon» ro remove the 
common evil.” 


But who ate the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, that 
thus countenance the ſeheme of the Diſſenters 


to annihitace thoſe viſe Acts of Parliament 
c 1 which 


(37). 


which are the main ſupport and ſtay of out 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Rights? Who art 
theſe taſteleſs Miniſters of the Church, h 


miſtake ſweet for bitter, and bitter for ſweet? 
Who gave chem authority to vote againſt the 


make light of the eſſential intereſts "of the 
whole body of the Clergy of England? Are 


they Graduates of Oxford or of Cambridge ? 


Or, through the former unjuſtifiable and very 


indiſcreet philanthropy of certain Biſhops, are 
they in full Orders without an Univerſity 
degree, or teſtimonial of moral life? Who 
are theſe. Eſtabliſhed Clergy, that could 
miſtake Tares for Wheat; and thus prefunie 
to ſacrifice the welfare of the Laity under 
their care, as well as their own welfare, to 


their ill-digeſted, or elſe diſhonourable opl- 


nions of their own proper duty? If they be 
indeed regular Miniſters of the Goſpel; if 
they have been educated and cheriſhed in the 


the 


Sacred boſom of our Church; might not 


0 25 $; 
the 6 ſay © Alas! even mine ow 
familiar friends, 1 1 truſted, Who did 
alſo eat of my bread, have laid great wait 
for me.” But perhaps it might be mere want 
| of chevghts: mere indolence, that betrayed 
theſe canſenting Clergymen into their on 
Aiſhonour: if ſo, let them redeem; the time; 
no, ere it be too late; and not Habe laſting 
dauſe to apply one of the. ſeverities in the 
yo 5 * men oo” to themſelves. 


" „ FY 5% Fs * N 42 1 3 : - 


The oo & es is, . gens. 
= rally fatal to the ſpirit « of a man: it \mvolves 
FAM clouds and thick darkneſs; and precludes 

all power of reſiſtanee or reſource. It was in 
the dark obſcure of ignorance, reclining 
on the bed of floth, when almoſt every 
hereſy in the Church of . Chriſt did find its 


i var. When did the monſtrous. doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation command belief? Not in 

1 | Tow 6 ; KY 3 1 

il tte nine firſt Centuries; the day ſpring from 


on high was then too brilliant; the eyes of 
„„ the 


(399) 


ſuffer aan enregions: error to paſs . 


It came forth in the darkneſs of the tench 
Century; cold and comfortleſs uus its ap- 
proach; it wore a lowering -counitenance, and 
xt laſt it overwhelined the Ohriſtian world 


In that ſterile, rude, and iron age, in the 


tenth Century, Literature had ne power to ſend 
ber cheering, her enlivening rays, chreugh 


the dark profound; and all men were ſo ſunk 


in igdorance and floth, chat no one had either 
the will or the RT pe ee 


tiation into * FL 00 2 


Sometimes it hall happen, und I wil that 


there were no cauſe to lament, the progreſi 
of this evil in our nation! ſometimes it ſhall 
happen, that mere; ſloth, without. even the 
brutiſh, wallowing in low and vile pleaſures, 
ſhall ſo enervate and conſume the man, 
ee to 


dect his 
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yacgement : againft any difficulty, ; 8 5 
t ation or error that my a him. | 


; | 2 2 | It 
ins! If 2 Is > | — 


Sometimes 2 -harnebul. sd or neu- 
trallity-of conduct ſhall ariſe from an ill-timed 
difidence.or ſordid ſelfiſhneſs of mind. Many 
perſons haye ; ſubmitted to, and propagated | 
deſtructive errors, either fearing to diſpleaſe 

their patrons, or fearing quarrelſome Aiſcuſ- 
fin; other. chuſing to _ he 23 word. of 
3 it by chat unde e Da "God | 


had given them for his glory. [gil 020i aint 
| | 


| Bomerinies the prevailing iſegard" an 
inſenfibulity to every matter that does not im- 
mediately concern the worldly intereſts of man, 
or his favourite purſuit, ſhatl be the ſtubhorn 

barr to every religious, every honourable: ex- 
— if our character be 
; = ene earne labour cto reſiſt the 
aſſailant defeat his Uefßgnis; if the 
Soden. ration be obſtructed or oppoſed, can 
hears 


—— — 


„„ 
haart or tongue | expreſs tlic impetuctts 
eagerneſs of man to remove the obſtacle; 
but when our Eccleſiaſtical or Civil welfare is 
kely to be undermined, how hikewarm and 
inattentive to the dite, but probable event 
Shall the People of England ſay, that their 
Church and Civil Polity are in no ſort; of dan- 
ger, when public bodies of the Clergy and 
Laity proteſt daily againſt the deſigns of 'the 
Diſſenters? or if there be eventual danger, 
ſhall they ſay, that the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, | 
(whoſe lips utter Divine Truths, and. in whoſe 
hands are the keys of Sacred Wiſdom, )/are the 
only proper perſons to reſiſt it. O Sirs! think 
not ſo negligently of yourſelves and your 
affairs: whether ye be Legiſlators in Parlia- 
ment, whether Profeſſional or Commercial 
men, whether ye be in the Shop or the Field, 
think of the abſolute neceſſity of your general . 
exertions at this important ſeaſon. Lock, with 
4 ſtudious eye, upon that conſummate Stateſ· 
man, Lord North, whoſe ſpeech in Parlia- 


— — ee — — 
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OP repeal of the Teſt and 1 
ration Acts, deſerves to be written in letters of 


gold, on 4 ” pedeftal- of Aber, erefted 10 © bis 


_ nemory- May others follow his noble, his 


perfect example! may they, ke him, diſdain 
to act contrary to their conſcientious f honour, 
contrary to the ſacred principles of their edu 
ention ! And never let it be believed, on ſuff 
deient grounds, that a great Stateſman, one that 

poſſeſſed the Patriotic affections of his country 

Tt be Man. of the Peopie, who received his firſt 
Honours, as a Maſter of the Univerſity at 
Oxford, who was ever loved and cheriſhed 
as Alma Mater's favourite Son, that 5 for 
the ſake of electioncering influence, will ever 
ſpeak againſt the Rights of the Church, and 
ungratefully diſquiet her repoſe.— Away with 
ſuch falſe; ſuch baſe; ſuch malevolent rumours! 
et him in the Houſe of Commons, expoſe 
\ the villainy, by an open proteſt | againſt the 
5 petition of the Diſſenters, by an intimate 
e union wich Lord North in this - arduous buſi- 
P | neſs! 
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_ ad may the Prime Miniſter, whale | - 
virtues give aſſurance to the hope, purſue | 


the ſame glorious courſe, and indefatigably : 
exert his great abilities to prevent a repeal. of 
thoſe laws that have, hitherto, ſecured our 
peace, and placed us out of the riſk, of | 
danger. | | 8 £35 p : . 5 
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* 5 ehe W, Ei. xiii. Ver. __ 255 855 

0 Kingdom of Heaven is likened unto 4 man 
obich ſowed- good ſeed in his field; but while 
men ſlept, his enemy came, and ſowed tares 
among the Wy: ag, mr bis Way. 
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2 Ih 4s Ale chicf b baad of 
Society, and when it be pure, it is the chief 
happineſs of man, How [neceſſary then to be 
ever vigilant and attentive; . while we 
Beep), the enemy enter into our encloſure, and 
iy * Fan our Corn! 
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| 1 is ; Gotta inattention chat betrays us into 


> 6 ruin. This is a Demon, to us inviſible; that 


| beoumbs our active powers, that ſtupifies the 
| wind, 
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ning; thet e — When 30d 
lence creeps. over us, we feel i it not, we per- 
ceive only a gradual, not an unpleaſant ſuſ⸗ 
penſion of dur beſt faculties; but che poiſon 
works its way, and it pleaſes only to deſtroy. 
Shall we ſay that this ſilent, this deſtructive 
Fiend, harh ſpread his large and darkening net 
over Chriſt's fold, over the Paſtors and Guar- 
dians of the flock ? ſhall it be told that the 
Shepherds, ſay one to another; Let us not 
reſiſt our enemies, let us avoid diſputes, oon 

troverſy, and diſcuſſion. Our Church will 

beware, ye Shepherds, leſt; by your ill-- 
Judged lenjty, by your cowardly indolence, 
times; leſt your Lord's encloſure be layed 
waſte, be without partition, without hedge, 
without defence; that it become not a com 
mon field, wherein any one may enter and 
fo en wat "ho alt che, Adige 
Neues 
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| Neitles or Tares. Beware leſt the wiſe man, 
looking at this common, this ill-managed, 
this almoſt neglected field, ſhall ſay, I 
went by the field of the flothful ; and by the | 
_ vineyard of the man void of underſtanding: 
and lo! it was all grown over with thorns, 
" © and nettles had covered the face thereof, and 
the ſtone wall thereof was broken down. 
Then I ſaw and conſidered it well, I looked 
upon it and received inſtruction. Vet a little 
ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little folding of the 
hands to ſleep : So ſhall thy poverty. come — 
as one that travelleth, and thy want as an 
armed man.“ O that we may ever diligently 
cultivate our rich inheritance, . and, - henceforth 
guard 'our peaceful encloſure from the open SY 
direct, or inſidious attacks of the Deſtroyer 
that, if we generouſly allow, as we certainly 
do, a full Toleration of religious opinions 
to Chriſtians of all denominations, we go 
no further, and, by no means, encourage 
the wk. of thaſe . that may ſpoil 
our 
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our good Corn. If we do juſtly abhor the 
former bloody ſcene i in the time of the Grand 
Rebellion, let, us, by preſerving our rights, ko: 
eſpecially our Teſt 'and Corporation Acts, in 
full force, endeavour to prevent all chance 
of its renewal; and let us with con- 
trite hearts, moſt humbly pray to God, that 
« thoſe evils which the craft and ſubtlety 
of the Devil or Man worketh againſt us, be 
brought to nought; and, by the providence 


of his goodneſs, they may be diſperſed ; 


that we, his ſervants, being hurt by no perſe- 
cutions, may evermore give thanks unto him 


in his Holy Church, through Joh Chriſt, 


our Lord.” Amen. 


